
over a period of approximately 1500 years , its most recent 

book some 1700 years old. That is one answer. 

lftJ.e Bible? It is history, short stories, poetyr, primi­

tive Bcience , reminiscence , drama. law codes. letters , prayer. 

and medi tatioD, ethioal and spiritual teachings . It ie a 

stOrhOUSB of information on customs , beliefs and practice. of 

ancient peoples. 

What is the Bible? It ia preeminently a boOkor religion 

In it you can trace the developnent of centra.l religious con­

cepts and ideas . Religious teachers sometimes deso ~ibe the 

book as a progressive revelation of divine truth, of God's 

character and purpose . 

The Bible? It is the record of man ' s search for God. 

It is the aearch of man, but particularly man as he lived in 

ancient Palestine . In his search he uncovered ideas which 

have been po'Wsrful in molding the character of individuals 

of every land, race , and age. 

As a record of man ' s search for God - for meaning, for 

understanding of himself aJld of his Wlttld , the :Bible is a 

classic of inspiration. 

A mighty danish thinker of the mid.=:nineteenth century, 

Soren Kierkegaard stated succinctly the chief Christian rea­

Bon for reading the Bible . He said, "The Bible is a 1 tter 



from God with our personaJ.. address on itll To be sure, it is 

more than a letter. As Dean :Bernhard Anderson has said, it 

is an mrl'olding drama of all God has done, is doing and in... 

tends to do •••• Here's how Anderson sees the dramas 

For a stage the universe is taken. What a Drama it is. 

Act one is the creation. It shows man emerging with a 

spiritual kinship with God,but becoming a rebel, saying "no" 

to his creator. Ower the s&a.ge is moral wreaok:age. 

Act two is the Covenant • • the work of reoonatruotiDR. 

God conoentrates on one selected segment of humanity, tbe 

people of Israel. Laboriously, stubbornly He teaches them 

across the centuries/ lJ.'riumps, defeats, good and evil march 

forward and baokward. His special oovenant with His people 

is an agreement which they constantly break, until at last 

the most clearsighted see that they cannot keep the covenant 

by themselv8s o They need God to help them, a God who can 

become one of them. 'J!ley call hila the Messiah, the annointed 

one. 

Act three is the Christ. God sends his personal 

i!ette:op thru. J8BUS Christ. Christ is God's pwn word on the 

51 tuation • • God's word to lllieir cond!tion. Warda are pow­

erful. This living Word i8 strongest of all. It recovers, 

restores, renewa, heal. and empowers. Few know at the time 

that he has come, those who ~ do find newnese of life. 

They know that this new covenant is for the entire world of ~ 
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IUn forever. lJhe violati"OnB ot the agreement, the re­

bellioD, the sin are all 80mehOW taken on this Man'. heart. 

'lhe choseD people are no lancer one nation, bu.t all lIbo per­

caive, aoknovledge, and ohooa. to serve the one 'Whoa Cod haa 

Bent. 

Act f'our i. oollErlIDity. 'lha ooDlllllrlli.1ty 1. the ne.., Oarael, 

all who respond in obedience and trut, n..e nev community ia 

And it 1. the church it.elf, under God'. d1reo­

tica t Yhich oompo... the human dOClDl.enta which nov 'become 

holy ac:tiptare. 'Draa the 8criptue. point backward to orea­

lion and forward to Christ and to the tilDe c01lin&'. and even 

beyond time. 'l!l.1a 1. an u..lUely iJlportant way to read the 

Bibl••• to .e. it a8 a drama of what God haa done, 1a do1nc 

and intends to do. It haa the tour acta •• Creation, 

Covenant, Christ, and Coa.unity. 

Ba.t there i. another vay to read the Rible. It catch•• 

ua unawares. ~e Bible beoomes a personal letter to ourselves 

frca God •• and "e find that V8 mwlt anawer 1t. And wen 'We 

8llJJWer with out aind., our consciences, and our heart. W8 be­

come involved. V. can't reII&in mere readers • • .... ve bave 

to oe&8e bein&' speotators and we become aotor. in the drama. 

'When we do that then we begin to mOTe indde the Bible••• 

more trautorming ia the fact that the Bible then begins to 

move indde ua, 

Look at three people, somewhat like you, who read.i.nB 

http:read.i.nB
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this personal leiter from God, the Bible, find that it 

reads them••• 

'!here is Ann Sothern, mother and TV star. Several years 

ago she had an illness which left her. "emotionally broken•••• 

.. " nerves striking sensitive to the slightest disturbance. 

Ord.ina.ry fears were suddenly magni fied. "I was so tortured 

with self-doubt that I was sure I can never again make even 

normal decisions, much 1ee9 face the oameras. At that point 

I had to reaoh out for something beyond ord.inary fa! th.. or 

perish" • She knew that fear was killing her, she knew too 

that she had to replace fear with faith. Simply, she prayed, 

asking for faith, strength. Release did not oome immediately 

••• but pr.ayer showed her other steps she could take. One was 

to engage in spiritual reading. She read in Proverbs words 

whioh spoke to her Dondi tion; "In all thy ways acknowledge 

him and he shall direct thy paths" She must be honest now, 

and find God's will. What about her fear of herself, of her 

inadequacies? "What makes you think He's deserted you when 

~/ you need him?" she said to her daU8hter, scared over her 

flrst serious exam at school. r:J.b.en she realized that she vas 

.aying a word of God to herself as well. She fOlmd the 'Word 

in a letter penned more than lSOOyears agot III can doall 

things thru Christ who strengthens me ll (Philippians 4:l~). 

So a mdern American woman learned what Martin Luther 

discovered. He found that the Bible was the best book for a 

http:r:J.b.en
http:Ord.ina.ry
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bad time, looked at it, a:nd said: "Go lay your hand upon 

the Word, and you shall never be alone:. 

'!han there was the young Comell student who was con­

scientious but oonfUsed about how to invest his considerable 

talent when he left Ithaca. He walked to the ohapel, stopped 

10 listen and heard the txt repeated. He never forgot the 'Worde 

or the location. Altho the messase from Jeremiah was written 

centuries ago, it came to the boy like a personal letter 

marked: "Urgent, Reply Demanded" " •••• eeekest thou great 

~ for yourself? seek them not • • This Cornell boy,• " 
John R. Mott, became the best known Christian layman of the 

Protestant world. As an outstanding YMCA and missionary leader 

be was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. He had been changed in ~ 

rection and motivation by the worda in the Bible which contaUW 

ad for him, as for the old Jewish ld..og Jehorem, a Word of God. 

Now the third reoipeint of a personal letter from God 

1 i ves in our oonmnm.1ty. Good 01ti zen. good ohuroh member. 

doing well in business. he's often stirred to indignation a= 

b out the evil in our world. And he knows that the evils 

re real .. people hungry, oru..shed, lost •• but he thinks 

"won't a few dollars 1I0?" Christmas is here, there are 

mortgage payments to make. the new oar, the ohurch pledge, the 

oonstant demands. Someone reads aloud something said by a 

man who lived 19 oenturies ago in the then and still troubled 

middle East • • and the familiar words start to orackle and 
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buJ:n inside of h.1..m &8 if theT were Inlddenly aliva, 

"'lhen the ld.n& vill say to those at hie right hand 'Come 

ye bleaBad at ~ Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 

from the foundation ot the worldJ tor I vas hungry and you gave 

me food •• I wae a aba.ng'er and you weloomed me, I va. naked 

and you clothed .8, I vaa Bick and you viBited me, I we in 

)rison and you cue to ae t !lid the righteoua shall anavar hill 

'Lord. ",hen did V8 a.e you In:m<<rT • • thirsty • • a atran.ger • 

•• naked, slele •• in prison?' And the ld.ng viII &nJIVer thea 

••• laa you did it to one ot the leut of the.e ~ brethern, 

)aU did it to _,n (l!atthow 25.34-\0) 

lIrothor •• Siotor •• do.. that Word find you / / ? ? 

It ought • • in your co_passion, in yuu:r pocketbook, in ,.ou 

lire. 

:Be careful hoW' you read thia 1lible••• but be caretuJ. 

that you read it, expectantly, listening tor a word from God. 

"ltu.t be ya doera of the yord, and not hearers only" 


